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BOOKSE - THE TOOLS OF THE TRADE “oudon't have to read a book from cover
to cover. You use it to seek out leads. Books will lead you 1o other books and original documents
consulted by the author.

HOW TO READ A BOOK LIKE A RESEARCHER Don't get bogged down in
irrelevant subject matter. Don't read cover o cover especially on a subject like the First World
¥¥ar, or when focusing on Michael Collins, Winston Churchill or even Countess Markievics - there
are simply too many books. Decide which aspect you are studying, look at key sections and revisi
the source again if necessary. Make short points - don't read reams of notes again.

USE THE INDEX At the back of most modern books there is an index listing all the relevant
people, places and events mentioned in the book. YWrite the key words from the title of your
project, and some others that come to mind, then using these words as a guide look at the index.
It iz like reading a book back to front!

TAKE NOTE Taking notes from books can be time-consuming and tedious for the rEsearcher,
In fact it may be downright boring. To prevent misquotations it is important to photocopy material,
Highlight passages for quick access - sounds obvious? | learned by my own mistakes, having been
sloppy about exact quotations, prior to publication | had to revisit all my material, maverial
consulted in many different institutions and libraries even those in different cities, Take heed!
Abways note details: the author, the title in full (plus subtitles), the publishers, place of publication,
and the date of publication. why? The book may have gone to several printings. I is often a good
idea to look at kaer reprints of the book in guestion. Sometimes an author will revisic the
publication making corrections and addidons. This information may be impaortant for your study. e

Remember Use the index,
it is reading a book back to front!
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is also important when you are collecting reSearch to note where you located a book, especially
if you are visiting a number of libraries and archives. It is surprising how much material can be
gathered and how easy it is to forget where you found an item. Murphy’s Law ensures that you
only copled half the page. you need more information or you need to check a quote. It is also
valuable to have noted the classifaction number, which is the number that is on the spine of the
book. This will prevent you having to spend more time locating it again.

FARAFHRASE DON'T PLAGIARISE Plagiarism is to steal the thoughts or words of
another in liverary composition. Don't write chunks of material from the main book on your
topic. It will be obvious if you rely too heavily on the work of someone else; your own writing
style will be obvious. It is important to close the book and rewrite what you think they were
saying in the book in your own words. Then make a short synopsis of the piece and then go back
and extract key quotations that back your argument.

USE BOOKS AS GUIDES TO OTHER SOURCES The bibliography of a book
is of immense help when you are researching. It shows where the author got his/her information.
Unfortunately. the author rarely indicates which book was the most helpful, although sometimes
an author will refer 1o a boek in the text and it will be cbvicus where he got his information.
Academic books have endnotes and footnotes that credit the source of their information.

* At this point you are probably feeling that the library is a complete maze and
it is still a daunting task to undertake research, -«

the following are some short cuts to finding original sources:
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¥ PRIMARY MATERIAL IN THE SECONDARY SOURCE Primary material in

secondary sources sounds a bit of a contradiction but there are books where primary material is
quoted for its own sake. These books are of immense value especially if you are unable to view
the material itself. These books also point you to sources that have only come to light as the result
of hours spent by experts in the field seeking out relevant sources.

In Their Own Vioice, Women and Irish Mationalism by Margaret Ward, (Attic Press, Dublin, 1995) has
excerpts from books, magazines, newspapers and manuscripts both published and unpublished
detailing the role of women from the 1900s to the 1930s. The material comes from unusual
publications such as The Capuchin Annual 1966, newspapers such as The Leader (1909) Shan Van
Vocht (1890s), and Bean na hEireann, (1908-1911). Ward also uses manuscript material such as
unpublished memoirs and autobiographies and Cumann na mBan literature. These sources are
atypical and the types of manuscript that hold valuable material for many different scholars on
related topics. Each piece is prefaced with a brief introduction to contextualise the material Who
better to guide you through the sources than one of the foremost women historians, Margaret
Ward. In this book she states:

.ﬁ This is their woice, as they wrotée in the newspapers of the day and as they
explained chemselwes in autchiographies, letters and spesches. .. I wanted
to reweal volces as they would be found if one were to enter the world of
dusty tomes, precious files of mamuacripts and the intricacies of microfiche
and microfilm. It is not easy, fimding thias volce. Much of it ia buried,
accessible cnly to those with the time bo explore the archives,

The ideal is to give scholars, teachers and researchers access to material that they may not locate
for themselves. The Irish Narratives Series |998/1999 from Cork University Press sets out to bring
archives to life, using a selection of unpublished papers. The books present entire manuscripts rather
than the usual short excerpts. These books were produced with class discussion in mind, to provide
new material for essays and giving students of Irish history new avenues o explore. The editor of
the series David Fitzpatrick writes:

.ﬁ Personal narrativea of pastc lives are essential for understanding any field
of history - This series - offera a nowel opportunity for resders interested

in Irish history to discover fresh and exciting sources of personal testimomy.

One of the books in this series is The Misfit Soldier: Edward Casey’s War Story [914-1918 edited by
Joanne Burke (CLP 1999). The original typescript is held by the Imperial ¥War Museumn. YWritten
under the pseudonym of john William Roworth, Edward Casey wrote his story of the 1914-1918
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World War aged B2 from his home in New Zealnd. He wrote his memeoir as a “documentary
enterprise’ which he states has ‘o lot of foct and o lttle dash of fiction.” His account is valuable for what
he tells us of the British Army during the First World War, but his observations of Ireland during this
period are of particular interest to Irish schotars. Mot least his account of his visit to his cousins in
Kilmalleck, County Limerick in 1914 which gives a wonderful pen picture of the era.

‘ﬂ I got a letter from my old Mothear .. celling me .. I had an Aumt (her Sistar)
living at & town called Kilmallock in the "County of Limerick. — arriving ac
the town of Kilmallock - The Locals did mokb look very Eriemdly and [when)
asking where my Amt lived .. two or three people ignored me and continued to
walk on. . a priest .. told me [that] this town was a Sinn Péin stronghold,
ard he supported his flock, snd that & Coudin was an Officer in the Limerick
coepany. [He said] *I will take you in. I will be interested in his reactions
[to the fact that] he has a wvery close blood relation who is on the other
gide. He took mé in [to] the house without knocking, and when my Aamt .. said
in her deep Irish Limerick brogue: “hnd what in the nese of God are [you)
bringing into my house? A British soldier! And I'm telling you Father, he
is not welcome .. they accepted me, as a relation. But in =y own mind I had
the feeling that I was only tolerated because I was (in a way) family.

This is a very useful account written abour Limerick during the 1914-1918 war, which in its
entirety contains many additional gems of information to use in your resEarch. The way Casey
writes has the immediacy of oral accounts; the voice of the author is evident. It is a good example
of how a minor character in a historical event can make a historical contribution on a number of
different levels. Many people would be able to describe the hostility to the British Army in Ireland
at this time but very few, if any, would have transcribed their account. By writing this memoir of
the 1914-1918 War Edward Casey has preserved many other items of interest to the historian.
But don't quote it or transcribe it until you have examined it Remember these are the
recodlections of an old man. His memaories have been coloured by the passage of time.
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Looking at books and the selection of material, one could get carried away with selection and
forget about the ‘relevant’ data. Let us take an example: Clarke, Kathleen, née Daly (1878-1972)
Revolutionary and Politiclon. Her life story is told in brief in The Women of lrefand, A

Biographical Dictionary, by Kit and Cyril © Céirin, Tir Eolas, 1996

Born in Frederick Streey Limerick, inte @ fomily of small business people with on exceptionally strong
republcan bockground, Her father hod been imprivoned for imvalvernent in the Fenion Risieg ond an
wacle was imprisoned for ke for Ferson octhities i Britaln, Mer mothes, while rearing nine children ran
@ successful dressmaking business. At the ope of sighteen, affer her fother’s death, Kothieen opened her pwn
dress thap, She emigrated to New Tork in 1901, to mavry Tom Clarke, her uncle’s close friend from Millbank prison
in Englond where the latter fod served fifteen years. The couple ron o successful farm and morked-porden buiness unid
they returmed to freland in 1907 ond opened o toboacconits and mewi-apeacy, Kothleen fupporsed her hesband

gtiempis to orpanie another rebelfon apalest Britsh rule. She wos octive in Cumann na miBlan from ity inouguretion in
I 91 4, svpanising the central beanch ard heavily irebeed in lectuning ond pomphieteering, while rearing three children. The
Supwremne Council of the IRB entrusted her with the detoils of the intended 914 Riting and the task of reorpaniting the
republicon movernent shoukd the rebelbon foil Duving the Rizng, she was awested and doken to Dublin Costle and, on her
release, jolowing the executions of both her hushand and brother, formed the first Committee of the Irish Yolunteer
Drependants Fund 1o aid the dependants of the deceased or imprisoned insurpents. i was Kothleen who pove Michosl
Collies hix first position in authority i the republican movement by appointing him secretory. In 1918 she became the
vice-president of Cumann ma mBon ond wos one of four women elected [0 the executive of the aew Snn Fin She
compaigned apoiast conscription and, on the pretext of suspected treasanable contpiracy with Germany, wos joded for
ning months in Hollway Prison, England, with Moud Goane and Countes Mavkieacz. fn 1918 she wes elected Alderman
for Weed Quay and Mountoy wards in the Dublin Menicibal Elections and chaired the nerth city republicen cownts: sel o
by Sinm Féin. Ar the same period, the wot alie iveded bs the Wiite Cross, which hod come to the aid of war victims
throughaut Irefand, Kathleen, elected to the second D& in 1920, fiercely opposed the Treaty with the other six wemen
deputies.  She chaired the foded negotiotions te owod the Chil Wor ond lost her seot in the dections immediately
afterwards. She left Sinn Féin in 1926 and, with Countess Markievicz, joined the newly-formed Franma Féd and was ekected
B0 it evecutive. Having served at o tenator from [9.27-1 936, she become the first woman Lord Mayor of Dublin in | 939,
Kothleen opposed de Valerd on the Conditions of Emplayment B4 (1 935)... the pratested that the B wos in controdiction
to the 1914 Preclamation in ks sections offecing women, She prodested ogain on the some prounds, ogeint de Walera’s
1937 Constitution and in the | 7405 octively compaigred apaiest the treatmeent of republican prisoners by the Fianna Fail
Government. When her term of affice o3 Lord Mayor ended, after fve years, in | 744, she retigned from Fomng Foil and,
four years ke at the ape of seventy-one, stood unsuccessfidly for the newly formed Clann no Poblachta Rarty in the
general elections. Kathleen Clarke wort conferned with an Henonry Doctorate of Low by the Notonal Uinfeersity of Ineland
during the 509 anniversary of the Easter Rising ond was given o State funeral in the Pro—Cathedrol Dublin, after dying
in ber son's Liverpood home on Seprember 27, 1972, "
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Lets use this piece as the basis of a study on Kathleen Clarke - we need a title = Kathlesn Clarks,
is remembered as the widow of one of the 916 leaders yet she was one of the key political figures of 20th
century Irish History.

SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION:

¥ Read up on who were the Dalys of Limerick! What was their Fenian hittery! A word of warning - focus
of your topic. In depch resefrch on the Dalys ax this stage could easily lead you in 2 difierent direction from
thee subject you are resarching. Ba sware that all you need is to ghwe yoursell a contese, you want to ke whs
Kathlesn was, why did she become a central figure in Irish politics. Musch of the information you read will be
irrelevant to the toplc you hawe chosen, It would ba wery relevant if your topic was The Dalys of Limerick = o
Family of Patricts = and you wers locking at the role of the Dalys in the Fenian Rebelion and the 1916 Rising.

®  Find out about Cumann na mBan - what type of an organisation was it? Are there any books written on
Cumann na mBan! s Kathleen Clarke mentioned? Again your research is pot on Cumann na mBan but
Kathleen Clarkes role in the formation of this organization. To make it easier, i possible, focus on Central
Branch, this was Kashlean’s cumann. Remember that you are looking for 3 quate that would sxy thar Kachlesn
wii an important member of the organisation of Cemann na mBan 3t the tme of it fermation. Quotations
can be from primary or secondary sources. Also kook 3t 1918 when Eathleen Clarke was clected 31 vice-
president of Curann na milan, was there a reason?

¥ The 1916 Rising — this topic s vast and the amount of manerial produced on it is too extentive to read everything
ever veritten unless you want 1o divete 3 e to research. Look up the catalogue in che by and find the most
WMMMHM.HMMHMMHKMNTMMNNI‘?lﬁ-ﬂdti'q.
The meast important part of your search i Kathleen's role in the Riing Whaere was she for the duration of Easter
Week! In the plece above you have been told the mest important information in relation to Kathleen and the
Rising: The Supreme Councd of the IRB entrusied her with the defods of the interded 1914 Rinng ond the tak of
fearpaniing the republican movernent should the rebelion [l You must ery to locate every plece of information on
this topic in books dacussing 1916, The question here it where did the O Céiring get their informarion!

*  Ressarch che Irish Yolunteer Dependants’ Fund. Find out what was the Irish Visluntesr Dependant’s Furd,
This is only to give a line of explanation in your plece; the question is what was Kathleen's role? Find out any

acditigral information on Kathleen appoineing Micheel Celling a1 tecretary and why that might be important.
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*  Resgarch the underground government in the War of Independence (In 1919 Kachleen was elected
Alderman for Wood Quay and Mountjoy Ward in the Dublin Municipal Elections) and the Sinn Féin Courts
{Kathleen chaired che north city republican courts et up by Sinn Féin). Remember your themae, these are other
areas of retesrch, fou are not writing the hisbory of the underground government in the War of Independence
or the history of the Sinn Féin Courts = you want 1o know what part Kathlees played and how important it
wat. Look out for quotes!

¥ Read up on the White Cross and its work. Again look for references to Kathleen Clarke. You will anly need
a ling or two abeat the YWhite Crods and it importance at this tme.

*  Research Kathleen's election as a TD in 1920 and in particular her opposition to the Treary i the debates
ini the: Ddiil. A Tip: The Treary debates sre published amd it i an ideal placs to locate quotitiond. Ane there afy
saternents Kathleen Clarke made in the Ddil that would illustrate that she was a politican whose beliefs
influenced others! You are told in the biographical essay char Kathlesn chaired the negouations (o prevent 4
Civil Whar — try 2o find out when and where these discussions took place, those in attendance, and why
Kathleen was asked to chair the talis! Don't be frustrated i you can't find the inforration, maybe it was never
recorded, search and move on,

*  Research Kathleen's imvalvement in the foundation of Fianna Fail. Her role as Senator from |926-1938,
These may be aress to find orginal research, The questhon oo kaep im mird i hew important wat ber role in
ull shisser wwnnits,

* It s important w look in detil ar Kathleen Clarke's role as Lord Mayor of Dublin, | 93%- 1944, She was
the first woman oo hold this office; chis positon alons would have made her a key figure 0 Irish politics of the
day. & pood plice to search it newspapers — find out the date the was elected and the day her term ended.
Seart a few days im advance of her election oaking up office snd continun 3 couple of duys sfter ber departure,
uritdl ufear the woskend, 10 that you don't miss any podsible coverape.

*  Look up obituaries as they will give a summation of Kathleen's life and may provide wehd informarion and
guotations, Don®t keok enly on the 29 September |57 her date of death; look at the time of the sate funeral

wihich will be some tme later as she died in Liverpool.

key points to remember She is remembered as a widow ol a 1916 leader;
She was one of the key political figures of 20th century Irish History
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She is remembered as a widow of a 1916 leader: This can be dealt with in the opening section;

ilg'rvﬁ]rﬂuinuppm'umhfmphmhdﬂhmlnm?ﬂutlnhﬂudmhlmpnﬂanﬂ

*  She married Tom Clarke in 1901, Who was Tom Clarke! It is simplified here — rernember your piece is
on Kathleen not Tom Clarke. Torn Clarke, her wacke's close friend from Midlbank prison in England where the lamer
hod served fifteen peovs. You havn alresdy besrned chat you don't put down this tentencs verbatim that would
be to plagirise 1o you rewrite uting the information.  Kathleen, from a nationalist family in Limerick,
met Torm Clarke, when he was released from prison in England where he had spent fifteen years
for Fenlan activity, He had beon imprisoned with Kathleen's Uncle John Daly,

*  Mow mave on in the story - what else it important? . The whole poirt of the next paragraph is to get to the
Rising and start alking about her role. The fc are chac Kachlesn Daly immigrated o Amarica in 1901 where
she married. The Clarkes ran 3 wiecessful faren and market-garden butiness until they recurned to Ireland in
1907 and opened a tobacconists and news-agency. Ask yourself how relevant is this information?  The
important piece comes nex: Kothieen supponied her husband s sitempis io erponise another rebellion ogoinst Brivsh
rule. She wen octhe b Cumans no mBlan from s incugeaton i [914 orpaaiting the central bronch and fedely
imvedved i lecturing ond pomphleteering, whle rearing three chidren.

*  The key point i Kathleen shared her husband's political ideals and during the years of her
marriage she was a founder member of Cumann na mBan (another way of saping the was in Cumann
na mBan from its inaugwradon). |t s imporant that you edplain Cumann na mBan here, with 3 very briof
digcussien of s imporeance. She undertook this work as well as running the family thop and
rearing her three small children. During the Rising — explain her role and mention the mast imparant
point here: The Supreme Councll of the IRB endrusted her with ifve detols of the intended 1914 Rising ond the task
of reorpanicieg the republican mesement shookd the rebelion fail This i3 your cemtral theme, MOT the exesution
of thie lesderi: you muit mertion that her hutband and only brother Med were executed but don't dwell on
it You want to say that history has remembered her as the widew of Tom Clarke, thus cvershadowing her
part in the planning and her role in shaping the cutcome of the rebefion and her subsequent contribution as

a public figure. Oince you have done this the first half of your gueston has been deal with,
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In the second half of the question you are required to look at Kathieen's political Be:  Kathleen set up the
Irish Volunteer Dependants Fund to ald the dependants of the deceased or imprisoned
insurgents. (expluin) It was Kathleen who brought Michael Colling to prominence in the republican
moverment by appointing him secretary, and therefore giving him access to all those who had
been imprisoned as a result of the Rising. This estblished his neswark; which was so important 1o the
autcame af the War of Independence. You must examine this in some detll, show how ber irchemant in
this organisation gave Kathleen a key position and how by supporting the privoners fmilies. the grass roots of
thie ndependencn MaoVWETsBnE Dok rool

Kathleen Clarke was active in the underground government during the War of Independence, as
an Alderman in Dublin Corporation and was a judge in the Sinn Féin courts. She was elected a
TD in 1920, and took part in the Treaty debates. [She] joined the newly formed Fianna Fiil and
wiad elected to its executive. Having served as a senator fromn 19281938, she becamie the first
woman Lord Mayor of Dublin in 1939, These are imporant roles and illustrate ber as a central figure in
the political life of this period. Discuss all these achievements as part of your reseach and in doing 5o you
will illustrate how she was a key political figure in 200 century Irish politics.
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